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Following the upward call through Philippians ...
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.1 apostles and other exponents of the gospel. And the encouragement,

correction, redirection, and motivation of the early churches are
accomplished by epistles to individuals and congregations. These letters are not fake or stilted: they
have the ring of real epistles to real people, written with real concern and real love. The apostle Paul,
for example, knew and loved the saints in Philippi, and they knew and loved him.

B  Proper praise — The congregation in Philippi was certainly one of the greatest con-
gregations, by any spiritual measure, in the history of the church as a whole, It is fitting,
therefore, that this epistle should close with appropriate adoration to the great and mighty
God who orchestrates it all. “Now to our God and Father,” is Paul’s expression of praise,
“be the glory forever and ever. Amen” (Philippians 4:20). Certainly all the praise and
glory rightfully belongs to the Father, and there should never be any shortage of praise
to Him.

B  Closing greetings — This letter opened with greetings to all the saints in Philippi, with
special note of the elders and deacons. The apostle wants to bring everything to a close
by completing the circle, as is often done in exiting a conversation. “Greet every saint
in Christ Jesus,” says he. “The brethren who are with me,” he adds, “greet you. All the
saints greet you,” he has the opportunity to su-

radd, “especially those of Caesar’s household” .
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B  The grace of God — The letters always begin with comments on and appeals for God's
grace, and often close with a expressed desire for that grace as well, and this epistle is no
exception. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,” is how Paul finishes
this letter (Philippians 4:23). This is interesting phraseology. The prayer is that all of
God’s bountiful provision — which is what His grace really is — be used to strengthen
the individual spirits of the brethren in Philippi. Such an appeal is not surprising coming
from the apostle Paul, who clearly had laid his life down for these brethren as well as
many others.

The elements which run through the letter to the Philippians, though unique, are still typical
of the types of things which the apostle would bring to the surface. The use of the names of saints
inside the congregation, and a discussion of strengths, weaknesses, and solutions to their problems,
all shout that these are real people and that this is not a faked letter. What it also shows, along with
the other epistles of the New Testament writings. is that these congregations represent the real spread
of the gospel throughout the Roman world and beyond. In spite of their being persecuted, in many
cases to the maximum, these common people believed in the resurrection of the Jesus Christ and
were willing to go to their graves without denying God or compromising the doctrinal truths con-
nected with Jesus' death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. These letiers ring true, and confirm in
a totally different way the truthfulness of the first century testimony.

Philippians 3:14 .
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