Thoughts from First Thessalonians ...

Descent of the Lord

Jesus’ return is the great finale for earth! For those who simply
live on this planet and arc unaware of the scripture'’s teaching, the
earth seems so massive that it would have to last forever. However,
those who believe and understand even a modicum of the word of God
know that God created the heavens and earth out of nothing, and that
He will destroy them when He is done with them. “They will perish,”
the writer of Hebrews quoted from the Psalms, “but You remain; and
they all will become old as a garment, and as a mantle You will roll
themup” (Hebrews 1:11,12). This will happen in connection with Jesus’
second coming; this is THE END!

V¥ What happens — Mankind would not know that the Lord will
return except that the scripture informs us of that event. As most of earth’s residents were
unaware or unwilling to accept that the great Flood was coming in Noah’s day, so it is with
regard to the coming of the Lord Jesus. In general, people will continue to have their focus
on buying and selling, planting and harvesting, tearing down and rebuilding, marrying and
being given in marriage until the day that Jesus comes; and they will be totally surprised
and unprepared for the second coming of Christ. “For the Lord Himse!f will descend from
heaven with ashout,” the inspired apostle Paul informs us, “with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first™ (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
Clearly, this is no secret event; the impression is that the voice and the trumpet will be
heard all over the earth. “We shall not all sleep,” Paul informed the church at Corinth, “but
we all [the whole human race] shall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eve,
at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we shall be changed™ (1 Corinthians 15:51,52). Everyone — good and bad — will
either be resurrected or instantly changed into a resurrection body at that trumpet blast and
archangel’s shout.

Y Thereis an order of events — The scriptures show that everyone gets resurrected and/or
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The Second Coming
of Christ

the Lord Himself informs us, “in which all who
are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall IT 1S ENCOURAGING
come forth; those who did the good deeds to a
resurrection of life, those who committed evil deeds TO KNOW HOW ALL
toaresurrection of judgment™ (John 5:28,29). Fol-

lowing that resurrection (which is defined as the THE EVENTS AND UP-
rejoining of soul and spirit with the resurrection HEAVALS WILL TURN
body). the bad guys are taken first to judgment: 1
“So it will be at the end of the age,” noted the ouT.
Christ, “the angels shall come forth, and take out
the wicked from among the righteous, and will
cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew
13:49,50). Next come the saints who had passed away, and then experienced the resurrec-
tion. “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord,” avers Paul, “that we who are alive
and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep”
(1 Thessalonians 4:15). The bad guys are gone; the ones who therefore are alive and thus
remain clearly will have to wait to ascend until those who “have fallen asleep™ get their
resurrection. Finally, apparently as an honor, the good guys who made it successfully alive
with their faith intact at the Lord’s coming, go last: “Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and thus
we shall always be with the Lord™ (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

Itis encouraging to know how all the events and confusion of earth’s upheavals and uprisings
turn out. Faithful saints, either those resurrected or those who were instantly changed in the twinkling
of an eye, will meet the Lord in their resurrected bodies in the air. “Therefore comfort one another with
these words™ (1 Thessalonians 4:18). Amen!!!

Jay Wison
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