
 Hear this, all peoples; give ear, all in-
habitants of the earth, both low and 

high, rich and poor together

The apostle had 
demonstrated 

his openness to 
the “children” in 

Corinth.

“Jesus answered the multitude who 
found Him on the other side of the Sea, 
and said, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, you 
seek Me not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate of the loaves and were 
filled.’ ”

John 6:26
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Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …          

 

Paul had emphasized that he had no secrets, that he had 
nothing hidden because of shame. His concern, then, was that 
the Corinthian brethren were still hiding some of their moral and 
doctrinal problems from him, and that some had hidden agendas 
in subtly working against the gospel. “We are ambassadors for 
Christ,” he had stated, and as such issued the appeal, “we beg you, 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” That is an interesting 
appeal, considering that he is writing to Christians. The goal of 
God was clearly stated, “that we might become the righteousness 
of God.” The follow up comment was stated thusly, “we urge you 
not to receive the grace of God in vain.” His desire, therefore, was 
that they open up to him so that he could help them on their jour-

ney of faith. 
l	 Free and open — The apostle Paul had been the one who started the congregation in 

Corinth. He had faced ridicule and trial from the Jews, and had immersed the first 
converts in the city. He had repeatedly indicated how much he cared for the congre-
gation as a whole, and pointed out his intense concern for each soul. At this point 
in this letter, he has shown his transparency before the brethren, and is therefore 
positioned to make his appeal. “Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, 
our heart has opened wide” (2 Corinthians 7:11). The apostle, laboring intensely for 
their eternal souls, has led the way in openness, attempting to get them to open up to 
him and therefore beginning to be open before God. Only by being open and honest 
before God could the saints in Corinth then begin to make progress in laying aside 
their old selves and putting on their new selves. 

l	 Source of restraint — Paul averred that he and the others with him had not given 
any offense to discredit their ministry; rather, he had a long list showing how they 
had commended themselves as servants of God to the congregation. “You are not 
restrained by us,” he then points out to the 
brethren, “but you are restrained in your own 
affections” (2 Corinthians 7:12). Judging by the 
things mentioned in this epistle, there are many 
undercurrents still lurking under the surface 
waters of this local church. When those things 
are in operation, the charges are often brought 
against the visible representatives of God’s 
word (in this case the apostle Paul), charges 
that they are tyrannical and unfeeling. Paul 
here points out that the barrier in affections is 
on their side and not his. 

l	 The appeal — In securing the redemption of the world, Jesus took the first step. He 
offered His life as a demonstration of His love for the lost, and opened the possibil-
ity of anyone’s desiring reconciliation to be able to participate, on Jesus’ terms. In so 
doing, He also demonstrated how His followers were to work through difficulties in 
relationships with the lost and with struggling saints—take the first step! Lest there 
be any confusion, the apostle has patiently listed what he went through in taking the 
first step of getting the gospel to these Christians, and his willingness to take another 
step in the way in which he writes this epistle. “Now in a like exchange—I speak as 
to children,” remarks he, “open wide to us” (2 Corinthians 7:13).  

This is very interesting wording: “I speak as to children!” The picture is that of an older 
person’s trying to get a small child to open his mouth for the last bite of vegetables. The person 
of influence in the situation often opens his mouth in demonstration and encouragement to the 
child so that the child will open his mouth in like manner (the last bite of vegetables goes “down 
the hatch,” and all is well). In this same manner, in the spiritual realm, the apostle had demon-
strated his openness to the “children” in Corinth, that they might really open themselves up to 
the instruction which the apostle was freely offering them. 

Jay Wilson
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