Acts Alive …

The Word Penetrates Europe

When Paul wanted to go back to the congregations in what
is now central Turkey which he and Barnabas had established,
the two of them could not agree on taking John Mark with them.
“And there arose such a sharp disagreement that they separated
from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed
away to Cyprus. But Paul chose Silas and departed, being committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord” (Acts 15:39,40).
Barnabas was from Cyprus, so it was a natural thing for him
to take his next missionary journey back into that region where
he and Paul had preached on their first missionary journey. Paul
was from Tarsus of Cilicia, so it was natural for him to go there,
and from thence into the interior. After going through Syria and Cilicia, they came into Derbe
and Lystra, where they picked up Timothy. (So that Timothy would have access to the synagogues, as the son of a Jewish woman, Paul circumcised him.) They continued to contact all
the congregations in that area, delivering the message from Christ’s church in Jerusalem that
the Gentiles did not have to keep the Law of Moses, but to abstain from “things sacrificed to
idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication.” And the word of God
happily records, again, “So the churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were increasing in number daily” (Acts 16:5).
Then a very unusual set of circumstances arose; Paul was not allowed to preach the word
as was his custom. “And they passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia [the name for the Roman province of
what is now western Turkey]; and when they had come
to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the
Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; and passing by MyThe first recorded
sia, they came down to Troas” (Acts 16:6-8). God wanted
the word to get into Europe, and He wasn’t about to let
converts to
Paul and the “boys” get bogged down in north central
Christianity
in
Turkey.
Europe were women!
Troas was at the western tip of the Asian continent;
there was no further place to go. “And a vision appeared
to Paul in the night: a certain man of Macedonia [what is
now northern Greece in Europe] was standing and appealing to him, and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ And when he had seen the
vision, immediately we sought to go into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to
preach the gospel to them” (Acts 16:9,10).
After crossing the northern tip of the Aegean Sea, Paul, Silas, Timothy, Luke, and possibly others came to the Roman military base of Philippi in the province of Macedonia. Unable
to locate a Jewish synagogue in the city, when the Sabbath came, they went down by the riverside to see if they could find any Jews gathered for prayer. [This was a Jewish custom dating
back to the time when Jews were captives in Babylon from 605 to 536 BC. In captivity they at
first met by the river for prayer; later they developed a system of meeting in synagogues on
the Sabbath. This custom they carried with them when they were released from captivity by
the Persians. So, in the absence of a synagogue in Philippi, Paul and his traveling companions
looked for the more “primitive” custom of meeting for prayer by the river.] And what did
they find? Women! And not simply women; Gentile, God-fearing women, gathered for prayer!
“And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics,
a worshiper of God [God-fearing] was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to the things
spoken by Paul. And when she and her household had been immersed, she urged us, saying,
‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.’ And she prevailed upon us,” said Luke (Acts 16:14,15).
Take heart, ladies. The first recorded converts to Christianity on the European continent
were women! And the word of the Lord was marching on!
Jay Wilson
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[The blind man] answered them, ‘I told you
already, and you did not listen; why do you
want to hear it again? You do not want
to become His disciples too, do you?’ ”
John 9:27
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