
The Epistles to the Evangelists
 

Sometimes the apostle Paul in his wordcraft brings together mas-
sive and sweeping concepts in one sentence. After speaking of the 
Holy Spirit’s being poured out on the saints richly, then the apostle 
superadds “that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7). The entire picture 
of the gospel’s being preached to the lost individual, his redemption 
through his obedience to the gospel and his sins being covered by the 
sprinkled blood of Christ, his acceptance into the family of God, and 
his expectation of his resurrection and entrance into heaven itself are 
all covered in just one portion of one dependent clause! 
l	 Justified – It is worth the saint’s time occasionally to circle back 
through some of the basic tenets of the faith and pause to reflect on 

their majestic significance. Consider, then, “justification.” When Christ comes to sit 
on His glorious throne, there are only two possibilities: the first would be for the 
trembling soul to attempt to justify himself before the King’s awesome presence and 
power, and the second would be for Christ Himself to provide the justification. The one 
who would attempt to justify himself and explain to the Judge of all the earth that he 
should be allowed into heaven, listing his excuses along the way, will find his mouth 
“closed.” The Lord did not send Jesus to earth and subjugate Him to the humility, suf-
fering, and bearing the sins of the world in His body simply to have all that set aside 
so that some sniveling wretch could justify himself. The other option: to be justified, 
to be declared righteous by the intercession of the Christ Himself. That justification is, 
properly considered, the difference between eternal life and eternal death. 

l	 His grace – God’s willingness to grant His children the indwelling Spirit, a clean 
conscience, strength and refreshing within…these are all blessings flowing from His 
grace. Not to be glossed over or taken lightly, but greatly appreciated. 

l	 Heirs – There are, unfortunately, many residents of planet earth who are waiting 
anxiously for a rich relative to die so that they can shove their way into the family 
pile and garner their share out of the family inheritance trough. But what about a true 
inheritance? What about an inheritance that “is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away” (1 Peter 1:4). What about being joint-heirs 
with Jesus in the spiritual riches of glory? It is 
worth giving up everything of earth, where 
necessary, to obtain this inheritance. 

l	 Hope of eternal life – Earthly life is short; eternity 
is long. Those who are separated from Christ by 
their personal sins have only the prospect of a 
dark and painful eternity stretching out before 
them. They are “excluded,” averred the apostle 
Paul, “from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” 
(Ephesians 2:12). No hope! By major contrast, the saint, in looking to his positive resur-
rection from the dead at the Lord’s coming, has “the hope of eternal life”! 

The gospel, stated the apostle Peter, does not consist of “cleverly devised tales,” but rather is 
based on the verifiable eyewitness accounts of Christ’s majesty, including the vast panorama of 
the details of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, appearances to the chosen witnesses, and ascension 
to glory. Hence these statements concerning justification, grace, the inheritance, and the hope 
of eternal life are not mere emotional concepts, thrown out into the world for those who have 
fluffy minds; these are powerful truths to be grasped tightly by the persevering saint, and not 
ever released. Thus the God who provided such for those, who by their own power would be 
unworthy, is deserving of the greatest praise and thanksgiving. “This is a trustworthy statement,” 
emphasizes the apostle Paul, in one of the five times he punctuates a point with those words, “and 
concerning these things I want you to speak confidently” (Titus 3:8). Confidently spoken then, 
and confidently spoken now! 
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among the men and among the animals...”
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“For you once were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; you 
had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy.”
1 Peter 2:10
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