
Reasonings from Revelation
 

There are those with a pre-millennial mindset who think that 
the seven churches of Asia represent seven “church ages.” (Pre-
millennialism is based on the idea that the kingdom of God is yet to 
come, and the “1000 years” of Revelation chapter twenty will be when 
Jesus comes down from heaven to reign on earth. That perspective 
is flawed at the foundation since the kingdom of God is the church 
as evidenced by Colossians 1:13,14.) The idea, then, (and it is very 
commonly believed), is that the current “age of the church” is the 
“Laodicean age,” called “the age of the luke-warm church.” “The 
church,” from that perspective is a historical “church,” and not the 
church depicted by the New Testament writings. This first section 

of Revelation is straightforward; these are messages from Jesus to those first century congrega-
tions in the Roman province of Asia. The message “to the church in Laodicea” is a message to 
the church in Laodicea, and there are lessons for moderns to learn from that communication.
“To the angel of the church in Laodicea write,” commands the Lord to John the apostle. 

•	 Titles – “The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of 
God” definitely has something to say to this congregation that had strayed from its 
moorings. The Lord Jesus is “the Amen,” meaning that He is the One who gives the 
stamp of approval to all scriptural truth. As “the faithful and true Witness,” He is 
the One who is testifying from heaven as the great raised-up prophet, and who from 
the beginning has been the One speaking of “heavenly things” (John 3:12). As “the 
Beginning of the creation of God,” Jesus is the One by whom “all things came into 
being”; He is the One who, so to speak, ignited the spark that brought the creation 
into existence.

•	 Deeds – What people say and what people do are 
often very different. Jesus says to the congrega-
tion in Laodicea, “I know your deeds” (Revelation 
3:15). In this case, this is not positive, regardless 
of the claims that the Laodiceans might have been 
making. “You are neither cold nor hot,” the Lord 
points out; “I would that you were cold or hot.” 
If they were cold or hot, they would have at least 
been doing something, either right or wrong. “So 
because you are luke-warm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spit you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:16). What a picture! Laodicea 
is in trouble, but they are so tepid they don’t know how close they are to having the 
wrath of the Lamb come upon them.

•	 Their condition – There is the gap between their words and their performance. “Be-
cause you say,” intones the Christ, “ ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing ...’ ” (Revelation 3:17). That was their analysis of themselves. Now 
the Lord gives His analysis of their spiritual condition: “and yet you do not know that 
you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked.” If that were their 
physical condition, they would be occupying the worst begging location in the city!

The solution for these struggling brethren would be for them to get things right spiritually. 
“I advise you,” says the Lord Christ, “to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become 
rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness 
may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes that you may see” (Revelation 3:18). That 
“gold” would be their faith maintained and expanded through the fires of difficulty and persecu-
tion. The “white garments” would be deeds of the faith of Christ, performed for the glorification 
of the name of Jesus Christ and the spread of His gospel. The “eye salve” would be delving into 
God’s word and getting the scriptural perspective on the importance of God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness. Only if the fog of Satan’s confusion was penetrated would these pitiful saints be 
able to see what they would need to change.
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here for modern 

Christians?

“Let the favor of the Lord our God 
be upon us;

And confirm for us the work of our hands;
Yes, confirm the work of our hands..”

 -- Psalm 90:17

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from 
this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. As they went 

along the road they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, ‘Look! Water! What prevents me from 

being immersed?’ ” 
Acts 8:35,36
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