
Reasonings from Revelation

“The dragon,” says the scripture, “was enraged.” A very angry 
dragon is pictured as waging war with the “woman” [the church of 
the Lord], those who “keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus.” This testimony of Jesus, or what might be called 
“the apostles’ doctrine,” can be very difficult to maintain in the face of 
threats of persecution or the presentation of subtle inducements. The 
dragon (or possibly the apostle John himself) is described as standing 
on the seashore, and watching...
•	 From the sea – “And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea,” 
says John of the vision, “having ten horns and seven heads, and on his 
horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names” 
(Revelation 13:1). This beast is working in concert with the dragon, who 

similarly has “seven heads and ten horns, on his heads were seven diadems” (Revelation 
12:3). “And the beast which I saw,” records the apostle, “was like a leopard, and his feet 
were like those of a bear, and his mouth was like the mouth of a lion” (Revelation 13:2). 
This takes the reader back to Daniel chapter seven where the lion is the “world empire” of 
Babylon, the bear is Persia, and the leopard is Greece, predictions in Daniel’s time which 
played out as history took its course.

•	 World empires – In Revelation chapter seventeen, a woman — “Babylon” the great harlot 
(more on that later) — is presented as riding on a scarlet beast with seven heads and ten 
horns. “The seven heads,” notes the apostle, “are seven mountains on which the woman 
sits, and they are seven kings” (Revelation 17:9,10). This, as noted, ties in with Daniel’s 
vision of world empires. “Five have fallen,” is John’s annotation, “one is, the other has not 
yet come; and when he comes, he must remain a little while.” These empires, or “kings,” 
are featured in the scriptures. The five that had fallen at the time that Revelation was 
written were 1) Egypt, 2) Assyria, 3) Babylon, 4) Persia, 5) Greece. The one that “is” at the 
time of Revelation, was Rome.

•	 “One” to come – “And the beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth, and is one 
of the seven, and he goes to destruction” (Revelation 17:11). More information is given: 
“And the ten horns which you saw,” says the angel to John, “are ten kings, who have not 
yet received a kingdom, but they receive authority 
as kings for one hour. They have one purpose and 
they give their power and authority to the beast” 
(Revelation 17:12,13). Writer’s perspective: This 
last world empire will be global, a world gov-
ernment of the United Nations (the “ten kings” 
would be the nation-states giving their power 
and authority to the UN). It may undergo a name 
change (which would explain why “the eighth” 
is really the same as “the seventh”), but the same 
global tyranny is there. “These will wage war 
against the Lamb” (Revelation 17:14). Time will 
tell if author’s perspective is correct.

•	 Back to the beast of Revelation chapter 13 – This beast has power given only to govern-
ments. “And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them; and 
authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him” (Revela-
tion 13:7). Also the authority to put people in jail: “If anyone is destined for captivity, to 
captivity he goes...” (Revelation 13:10).

•	 Longevity of the beast – “And there was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words 
and blasphemies; and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him” (Revelation 
13:5). Once again, the forty-two months is the entire church age, from its inception on the 
Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter two until Jesus’ second coming. This “beast” is operating 
during all the years of the church’s existence on earth.

The “beast from the sea” represents the force of government, perverted and turned into a weapon 
against Christianity by the dragon. While the dragon thrashes around with great violence in these 
beginning stages of his death throes, the Lamb’s victory program progresses. “Here is the perseverance 
and the faith of the saints” (Revelation 13:10)!!
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Every man of Judah and Jerusalem returned with 
Jehoshaphat at their head, returning to Jerusalem with joy, 

for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies. 
They came to Jerusalem with harps, lyres and trumpets to 

the house of the LORD.
-- 2 Chronicles 20:29,30
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