
Reasonings from Revelation

Another 144,000 shows up. The first 144,000 was from Revela-
tion chapter seven, where it was posited to represent the Israelite core 
that formed the early church. Here, in Revelation chapter fourteen, the 
apostle John says, “And I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing 
on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
having His name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads” 
(Revelation 14:1). 
•	 Mount Zion – Zion in the physical realm was the mountain on 
which the original city of David, Jerusalem, was built after he captured 
the area from the Jebusites. But the Zion of Old Testament prophecy 
and New Testament reality is a spiritual mountain, the church of the 
living God. The writer of the book of Hebrews informed his audience, 

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa-
lem, and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the first-born who 
are enrolled in heaven...” (Hebrews 12:22,23). This would lead to the conclusion that the 
144,000 is the totality of all Christians from the beginning of the church to the end of the 
age (with the Old Testament saints being joined with them – Hebrews 11:39,40).

•	 Wonderful singing – No earthly chorus could match this one pictured in John’s vision. 
“And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of 
loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their 
harps” (Revelation 14:2). 

•	 A new song – What an awesome song this must have been for John to hear in the vision! 
“And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the 
elders” (Revelation 14:3). The Lamb is pictured as standing with this 144,000 and joining 
in the song with them. This ties in with the writer 
of Hebrews’ comments concerning Jesus’ not being 
ashamed to call Christians His “brethren,” and to 
note the Old Testament forward-looking quota-
tion, “In the midst of the congregation I [Jesus] will 
sing Your praise” (Hebrews 2:12). What about this 
new song? The Revelator made this point: “and no 
one could learn the song except the one hundred 
and forty-four thousand who had been purchased 
from the earth.” This is the “new song” from the 
new covenant people. Angels cannot sing it, nor 
any other of the heavenly host. Only those “purchased from the earth” by the blood of 
Christ can sing that song.

•	 Their purity – What a blessing it is for the saints to have been able to wash their robes 
in the blood of the Lamb, to have the past wiped away, and to stand before the throne 
blameless and with great joy. Their purity is illustrated in these words: “These are the ones 
who have not been defiled with women,” is the language, “for they have kept themselves 
chaste” (Revelation 14:4). 

•	 Their devotion – “These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes,” is the 
portrayal of the devotion of these disciples of Christ. (The modern individual making a 
claim to godliness could ask himself this question — am I following the Lamb wherever 
He guides me to go? Am I truly led by the Spirit?)

•	 Their value – And what is the scriptures’ view of the value of the saints? “These have been 
purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb.” The blood of Christ 
is not used by the Almighty to make cheap, bargain-basement purchases. “In the exercise 
of His will,” averred James, “He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we might 
be, as it were, the first fruits among His creatures” (James 1:18). The “first fruits” — an 
expression taken from the first offering brought to the Lord from the harvest — is “the 
best of the best”!

These 144,000 standing with the Lamb on Mount Zion are those who stand with Him through 
all the challenges of faith during the years of their earthly sojourns. Because they are of the truth, 
they speak the truth. “And no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless” (Revelation 14:5). 
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