
Reasonings from Revelation

Babylon the great harlot has been judged. The beast and the false 
prophet have been thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone. Even 
the dragon himself has been cast into that burning lake after he and 
his forces surrounded “the camp of the saints and the beloved city” 
at the close of the “one thousand years” (discussed earlier following 
comments on Revelation chapter three). These judgments all occur 
at Jesus’ coming, but they are broken out as separate judgments for 
the understanding and encouragement of the saints. Now the only 
judgment that remains is the judgment of mankind.
•	 The great white throne – The apostle John describes the next 
phase of chapter twenty’s vision: “And I saw a great white throne 

and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence [face] earth and heaven fled away, 
and no place was found for them” (Revelation 20:11). A key question is, who is sitting 
on that throne? Jesus Himself, in an intense conversation with the Jewish hierarchy, 
stated, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the 
Son, in order that all may honor the Son” (John 5:22). Clearly it is Jesus who is seated 
on that throne, as the apostle Paul also noted, “For we must all appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:10). [Something to think about: the apostle Paul 
also stated, “For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Romans 14:10). 
The judgment seat of Christ is also the judgment seat of God.] When Jesus returns in 
His glory (the face of Christ is also the glory of Christ; consider Moses’ asking to see 
God’s glory in Exodus 33:18-20), then the material universe will be vaporized; earth 
and heaven will have “fled away.”

•	 All the dead – In general, man has been avoiding accountability to God since the 
day that Adam tried to shove the responsibility for his sin off on Eve. But there is 
no avoiding that accounting on Judgment Day. “And I saw the dead,” John records 
of this vision, “the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened; and another book was opened, which is 
the book of life; and the dead were judged from 
the things which were written in the books, ac-
cording to their deeds” (Revelation 20:12). The 
deeds of all, great and small, are recorded in the 
books, and there are no accounting errors.

•	 The “sea” and Hades – It is written, “And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death 
and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; 
and they were judged, every one of them accord-
ing to their deeds” (Revelation 20:13). When a 
non-Christian dies, his spirit and soul together go to Hades (Old Testament – Sheol). 
So, Hades is giving up its dead (presumably this would include the non-Christians 
who received their resurrection bodies at Jesus’ second coming). And the “sea?” In 
Revelation 4:6, there was “a sea of glass like crystal” near the throne. In Revelation 
15:2 there is a “sea of glass mixed with fire” and the victorious saints are depicted as 
“standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.” It is the author’s opinion that 
the “sea” of Revelation 20:13 is this sea, and that, as Hades gave up the dead in it, 
even so Paradise gave up the dead in it (presumably including those transformed at 
the last trumpet). “And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death, the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14). 

The first “death” was the spiritual death of Adam for disobeying God’s command not to 
eat the forbidden fruit. It was his separation from God because of his sin. The “second death” 
is eternal separation from God for failure to have those sins covered by establishing fellowship 
with God on His terms. “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). This is the “hell fire” spoken of by Jesus (Mark 9:48).

Be sure your name is written in the book of life, and be sure to keep it written there!

Jay Wilson

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hard-
ened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform 

these signs of Mine among them, and that you may tell in the hear-
ing of your son, and of your grandson, how I made a mockery of 

the Egyptians and how I performed My signs among them, that you 
may know that I am the LORD.”

-- Exodus 10:1,2

Be sure your name 
is written in the 
book of life, and 

keep it there!

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, 
making mention of you in our prayers; constantly 
bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the presence of our God and Father...”

1 Thessalonians 1:2,3

“Burn pile” near the Bozeman church building
“If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch 

and dries up; and they gather them, 
and cast them into the fire and they are burned.”

(John 15:6)

Judgment Day!



Announcements: 
Bible Bowl - March 14, 2026
College-ish meeting– Mar. 20-22 Camp Utmost
Ladies’ Advance - April 23-25, Beartooth Camp
Youth Camp - June 14-19, ,2026
Men’s Peaks - July 23-25, 2026
Family Camp - Sept. 4-7, 2026

On Christ our eyes are fixed in 2026 - (Heb. 12:1,2) 

February 8, 2026
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Butte Lord’s Day — 17 (ph: 4)
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“Send out Your light and Your truth,” cried the seer (Psalm 43:3). “I have come as light into the 
world,” said Jesus, in answer to that appeal, “that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in 
darkness” (John 12:46). Everyone! Gentile as well as Jew! “We all,” said the apostle Paul, behold “as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord” (II Corinthians 3:18). This glory, however, the eye of sinful man may 
not see. Only “in Christ” is the veil removed. “For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ 
is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Christ” (II Corinthians 4:6). “For with You is the fountain of life,” prophesied David. 
“In Your light we see light” (Psalm 36:9).  -- The Gospel According to Psalms, “Light to the Gentiles”
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