
Reasonings from Revelation

If there is no positive resurrection from the dead, and if there is 
no heaven, what is the point? “If we have hoped in Christ in this life 
only,” the apostle Paul commented, concerning those who say there is 
no resurrection, “we are of all men most to be pitied” because he and 
others suffered greatly for something that is not true (1 Corinthians 
15:19). How comforting and encouraging it is, then, that He who sits 
on the throne is the One who spoke about the truthfulness of the new 
heaven and new earth, saying, “Write, for these words are faithful 
and true” (Revelation 21:5). Heaven is a certainty, a “sure thing,” 
for those who are in Christ and remain faithful until death, backed 
by all the power and truthfulness of Him who sits on that throne. 

“And He said to me, ’It is done.’” (Revelation 21:6). Earlier, in one of the visions, an angel 
had stood with one “foot” on the sea and the other on the land as the seventh trumpet was about 
to sound, and stated, “then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the 
prophets” (Revelation 10:7). Now, “It is done!” The previous material universe is gone, judgment of 
men and of angels has taken place, and the plan of God to be executed on planet earth has finished.

•	 “Alpha and Omega” – The One sitting on the throne then says, “I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end” (Revelation 21:6). The New Testament 
writings were written in koine Greek, the widely spoken language of the first century 
AD. The first letter of the Greek alphabet is Alpha, and the last is Omega (even our 
word “alphabet” comes from a merging of the first two letters, Alpha and Beta). As 
“the Alpha and the Omega,” He is indeed everything from the first to the last, “the 
beginning and the end.” And He is therefore authoritative!

•	 “Springs of water” – Jesus had spoken, as recorded by John in his gospel account, 
of “rivers of living water” and a “well of water springing up to eternal life,“ so that 
everyone who would drink of that water “will never thirst again” (John 7:37-39; 4:10-
14). The apostle, in his inspired commentary, said that these referred to the indwelling 
Spirit, who would be given from the time of Acts chapter two onward to those who 
would be obedient to the gospel. In Revelation 
chapter twenty-one, then, He who sits on the 
throne makes His appeal, “I will give to the 
one who thirsts from the spring of the water 
of life without cost” (Revelation 21:6). That ap-
peal is made to the one who reads and the one 
who hears the words of this letter, and it is the 
promise for all eternity. If the saint has really 
drunk from that spring, he will not be on the 
road to Egypt or to Assyria looking for more. 
“He who overcomes shall inherit these things, 
and I will be his God and he will be My son” 
(Revelation 21:7). Yes, the rewards are to those 
who OVERCOME.

•	 Those who are “out” – What befalls those who never followed Christ in the first 
place, or those who failed to overcome? “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and 
abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all 
liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death” (Revelation 21:8). “Cowards,” those who are in some way ashamed of 
Jesus and His words, are first on this list. “All liars” is the wording bringing this list 
to a close. Time for reflection!

These words are so that those who are still “in the land of the living” on planet earth can 
make an intelligent choice about their eternities. Those who are “in” Christ are blessed for all 
eternity; those who are “out” and not part of the body of Christ end up in the lake that burns 
with fire and brimstone for all eternity. It is a clear choice, and no one can afford to let the devil 
obscure the clarity of these two options.

Jay Wilson

“In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria 
captured Samaria and carried Israel away into exile to 
Assyria, and settled them in Halah and Habor, on the 

river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. ”
-- 2 Kings 17:6
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